
 

Page 1 of 7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

30 

31 

 
COMP 
AARON D. FORD 

Attorney General 
BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 

Deputy Attorney General 
State of Nevada 
Office of the Attorney General 
100 North Carson Street 
Carson City, NV 89701-4717 
(775) 684-1208 (phone) 
(775) 684-1108 (fax) 
bmooneyhan@ag.nv.gov 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 
 
 
 
BARBARA CEGAVSKE, 
Nevada Secretary of State, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
vs. 
 
CHRISTIAN GRONAU, an individual, 
and ABRA-CADABRA WELDING, INC., 
a Nevada corporation, 
 

Defendants. 
 

Case No.  
 
Dept. No.  
 

 
COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF & STATUTORY CIVIL PENALTIES 

[Exemption from Arbitration Claimed – NAR 3(A) – Equitable Relief Requested] 
 

Plaintiff Barbara Cegavske (“Plaintiff”), in her official capacity as Nevada’s Secretary 

of State, through counsel, Aaron D. Ford, Attorney General, and Brandee Mooneyhan, 

Deputy Attorney General, hereby complains and alleges as follows: 

I. Parties 

1. Plaintiff is Nevada’s duly elected Secretary of State, and in that official capacity 

brings this action. 

2. Defendant Christian Gronau (“Gronau”) is an individual who is now and at all times 

relevant to this Complaint believed to have been, a resident of Clark County, Nevada. 
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3. Defendant Abra-Cadabra Welding, Inc. (“Abra-Cadabra”) is a Nevada domestic for-

profit corporation that is currently in “Permanently Revoked” status. 

II. General Allegations 

4. The Secretary of State is responsible for enforcing the state business license 

provisions in NRS Chapter 76. 

5. Abra-Cadabra was formed as a Nevada domestic for-profit corporation on or about 

March 31, 2005. Abra-Cadabra maintained its status as an active corporation until 2010, 

when it fell into default status. 

6. Defendants are currently and actively doing business in Nevada by operating as a 

welding contractor in the Las Vegas and Clark County areas. 

7. None of the Defendants have a current Nevada state business license. 

8. Defendant Abra-Cadabra is in “Permanently Revoked” status due to the failure to 

maintain the annual list of officers and state business license with the Secretary of State’s 

Office. 

9. Plaintiff has sent multiple notices to Defendants demanding that they obtain a state 

business license and bring Abra-Cadabra into compliance with Nevada law. 

10. To date, Defendants have failed or refused to obtain a state business license or to 

bring Abra-Cadabra into compliance with NRS Chapter 76. 

11.  As a result, Defendants currently owe $8,625 to the Secretary of State in fees and 

late penalties; Defendants are additionally subject to two (2) separate statutory civil 

penalties of not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000, for a total statutory civil 

penalty of not less than $2,000 and not more than $20,000. NRS 78.047; NRS 78.180. 
 

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
Doing Business Without a License, in Violation of NRS 76.100 

(Against All Defendants) 
 

12. NRS 76.100(1) provides in part that “[a] person shall not conduct a business in this 

State unless and until the person obtains a state business license issued by the Secretary 

of State.” 

/// 
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13.  An entity that is required to file an initial or annual list of officers with the Secretary 

of State must obtain a state business license at the time of filing its initial or annual list. 

NRS 76.100(1)(a). 

14.  Defendant Abra-Cadabra is a Nevada domestic for-profit corporation and as such is 

an entity that is required to file an initial and annual list of officers pursuant to NRS 

78.150. 

15.  Defendant Gronau is the owner and an officer of Abra-Cadabra. 

16.  Defendant Gronau has failed to obtain a state business license for Abra-Cadabra 

since 2010, and therefore is in violation of NRS 76.100(1). 

17.  Defendant Abra-Cadabra has not been dissolved. 

18.  Defendant Christian Gronau is actively engaged in the day-to-day operations of the 

business of Abra-Cadabra. 

19.  Defendants are currently conducting business in Nevada without a state business 

license and have been doing so since 2010. 

20.  Defendants are therefore in violation of NRS 76.100 and are subject to the fees and 

penalties set forth in NRS 76.130 for each year in which they conducted business in Nevada 

without a state business license. NRS 76.130(4) provides that, in addition to the business 

license fee of $500 per year provided for in NRS 76.130(2), an entity is subject to a penalty 

of $100 for each year in which it conducts business in Nevada without a state business 

license. 

21.  Defendants therefore owe the Secretary of State business license fees and penalties 

for the years 2010 through 2019, inclusive, totaling $6,000 (a $500 fee and $100 penalty for 

each year from 2010 through 2019). 

 
SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Statutory Civil Penalties for Doing Business Without a License (NRS 76.180) 
(Against All Defendants) 

22.  NRS 76.180 provides that a person who conducts business in Nevada but willfully 

fails or neglects to renew a state business license and pay the required fees is subject to a 

fine of not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000. 
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23.  Defendants are currently and actively engaged in business in Clark County, 

Nevada, by operating as a welding contractor without having obtained a state business 

license since 2010. 

24.  The Secretary of State has given notice to Defendants regarding their failure to 

obtain a state business license. 

25.  Despite such notice and opportunity to obtain a state business license, Defendants 

have willfully failed or neglected to do so. 

26.  Therefore, Defendants are additionally liable for statutory civil penalties pursuant 

to NRS 76.180, in an amount not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000. 

 
THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Failing to Maintain Corporation in Good Standing (NRS 78.150, 78.170, 78.180) 
(Against All Defendants) 

27.  NRS 78.150 requires that all corporations organized pursuant to NRS Chapter 78 

must file an annual list stating, among other things, the names of its officers and directors. 

The list must be accompanied by a fee of at least $150 and not more than $11,100, 

depending on the capitalization of the corporation. NRS 78.150(4). 

28.  The Secretary of State has determined that Defendants’ annual list fee is $150. 

29.  NRS 78.170 provides that a corporation that fails to file the annual list required by 

NRS 78.150(2) within the time provided to do so is deemed to be in default. A $75 penalty 

is added to the fee required by NRS 78.150 for each year in which the corporation fails to 

file the annual list. NRS 78.170(3). 

30.  Since 2010, Defendants have failed to file the annual list of officers and pay the 

required fees to keep Abra-Cadabra in good standing. 

31.  As a result, Abra-Cadabra defaulted, its charter was revoked, and its right to do 

business was forfeited in April 2010, pursuant to NRS 78.175. 

32.  Defendants have nevertheless continued to do business as Abra-Cadabra Welding, 

Inc., by operating as a welding contractor in Clark County. 

33.  Defendants are therefore in violation of NRS 78.150 and pursuant to NRS 78.180 

must pay applicable fees and penalties for each year or portion thereof in which they were 
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required to file the annual list and failed to do so (a $150 annual list fee and $75 penalty 

for the years 2010 through 2019, inclusive); additionally, Defendants are subject to a 

reinstatement fee of $300, NRS 78.180(1)(b)(3), and a new filing fee of $75, NRS 78.760(1). 

Accordingly Defendants now owe the Secretary of State an amount estimated at this time 

to be $2,625 in annual fees, late penalties, and reinstatement and filing fees. 

 
FOURTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Statutory Civil Penalties for Doing Business as a Corporation While in Revoked Status 
(NRS 78.047, 78.175, 78.400) 

(Against All Defendants) 
 

34. NRS 78.047 provides that any person other a foreign corporation which purports to 

do business in Nevada but willfully fails or neglects to file its articles of incorporation with 

the Secretary of State is subject to statutory civil penalties of not less than $1,000 and not 

more than $10,000. 

35.  NAC 78.400 provides that a person doing business as a corporation while that 

corporation is in terminated status, including “revoked” and “permanently revoked” status, 

may be referred to the Attorney General or district attorney to institute proceedings 

pursuant to NRS 78.047. 

36.  Since 2010, Defendants have failed to file the annual list of officers and pay the 

required fees to keep Abra-Cadabra in good standing. 

37.  As a result, Abra-Cadabra’s charter was revoked and its right to do business was 

forfeited in April 2010, pursuant to NRS 78.175. 

38.  The Secretary of State has given notice to Defendants regarding the failure to keep 

Abra-Cadabra in good standing and the revocation of its charter. 

39.  Despite such notice and opportunity to reinstate Abra-Cadabra to good standing, 

Defendants have failed or neglected to do so. 

40.  Defendants have nevertheless continued to do business as Abra-Cadabra Welding, 

Inc., by operating as a welding contractor in Clark County. 

41.  Therefore, Defendants are additionally liable for statutory civil penalties pursuant 

to NRS 78.047, in an amount not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000. 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays the Court enter an order for the following relief: 

1. An injunction prohibiting Defendants from continuing to conduct business in Nevada 

unless or until they obtain a state business license and pay to the Secretary of State all 

applicable fees and penalties related to its lapsed business license, estimated at this time 

to be $6,000; 

2. An injunction prohibiting Defendants from continuing to conduct business in Nevada 

as Abra-Cadabra Welding, Inc., unless or until they bring Abra-Cadabra back into good 

standing and pay all applicable annual list fees, late fees, and reinstatement and filing fees, 

calculated at this time to be $2,625; 

3. That Defendants pay to Plaintiff statutory civil penalties pursuant to NRS 76.180 

for the failure to obtain a state business license in an amount not less than $1,000 and not 

more than $10,000; 

4. That Defendants pay to Plaintiff statutory civil penalties pursuant to NRS 78.047 

for purporting to do business as a corporation while that corporation is in revoked status, 

in an amount not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000; 

5. That Defendants pay to Plaintiff reasonable attorney fees and costs incurred in the 

bringing of this action; and 

6. For such other relief as the Court deems just. 

 
Dated:  January 3, 2020 

 
AARON D. FORD 
Attorney General 

 
By:         

BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 
Deputy Attorney General 

/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
 
/// 
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AFFIRMATION 

(Pursuant to NRS 239B.030) 

 

 The undersigned does hereby affirm that the foregoing document does not contain 

the social security number of any person. 

 
Dated:  January 3, 2020 

 
AARON D. FORD 
Attorney General 

 
By:         

BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 
Deputy Attorney General 
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NOTC 
AARON D. FORD 

Attorney General 
BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 

Deputy Attorney General 
State of Nevada 
Office of the Attorney General 
100 North Carson Street 
Carson City, NV 89701-4717 
(775) 684-1208 (phone) 
(775) 684-1108 (fax) 
bmooneyhan@ag.nv.gov 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
 
 

DISTRICT COURT 
 

CLARK COUNTY, NEVADA 
 
 
 
BARBARA CEGAVSKE, 
Nevada Secretary of State, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
vs. 
 
CHRISTIAN GRONAU, an individual, 
and ABRA-CADABRA WELDING, INC., 
a Nevada corporation, 
 

Defendants. 
 

Case No. A-20-807906-C 
 
Dept. No. 6 
 

NOTICE OF RELATED CASE 

 Plaintiff Barbara Cegavske, in her official capacity as Nevada’s Secretary of State, 

through counsel, Aaron D. Ford, Attorney General, and Brandee Mooneyhan, Deputy 

Attorney General, hereby provides notice pursuant to EDCR 2.49(c) that this action is 

related to another action that was previously filed in this court: 

Barbara Cegavske v. Christian Gronau, Case No. A-18-783219-C, Department 26 

/// 

/// 

/// 

/// 
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 Both actions involve the same parties and are based on the same or similar claims. 

In the prior action, Defendants were not served with process and did not appear, and that 

action was voluntarily dismissed without prejudice pursuant to NRCP 41(a)(1) on April 9, 

2019. 

 
Dated: January 23, 2020 

 
AARON D. FORD 
Attorney General 

 
By:         

BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 
Deputy Attorney General 

 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATION 
(Pursuant to NRS 239B.030) 

 

 The undersigned does hereby affirm that the foregoing document does not contain 

the social security number of any person. 

 
Dated:  January 23, 2020 

 
AARON D. FORD 
Attorney General 

 
By:         

BRANDEE MOONEYHAN, Bar No. 7451 
Deputy Attorney General 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I certify that I am an employee of the Office of the Attorney General, State of Nevada 

and that on January 23, 2020, I filed the NOTICE OF RELATED CASE via this Court’s 

electronic filing system. Parties that are registered with this Court’s EFS will be served 

electronically. The following parties are not registered and therefore, a copy of this 

document has been placed in the U.S. mail, first-class mail, postage prepaid: 

 
 
 

Christian Gronau 
6205 Burnt Hills Dr. 
Las Vegas NV 89130 
 
Abra-Cadabra Welding, Inc. 
Attn: Susanna Gronau 
6205 Burnt Hills Dr. 
Las Vegas NV 89130 

 
 

Christian Gronau 
6635 Boulder Hwy. #167 
Las Vegas NV 89122 

 
 
 
 
              

LIZ STERN, an employee of 

the office of the Nevada Attorney General 



Case Number: A-20-807906-C

Electronically Filed
5/4/2020 2:10 PM
Steven D. Grierson
CLERK OF THE COURT






















